In  Memoriam 


Mark  Dilworth,  OSB,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 

Gerard  Mark  Dilworth,  who  died  on  Saturday  28  February  2004,  was 
bom  in  Edinburgh  on  4 April  1924,  the  son  of  Henry  Dilworth  and  his 
wife,  Rose.  His  friendly  disposition  to  people  of  other  faiths  made  him 
acceptable  among  many  Scots  historians.  He  was  described  by  one  of  them 
as  “ecumenically  friendly”.  He  was  professed  as  a monk  of  Fort  Augustus 
abbey,  a Benedictine  school  by  the  shores  of  Loch  Ness,  on  6 October 
1942,  ordained  priest  in  September  1947  and  served  as  parish  priest  of 
Fort  Augustus  from  1974  to  1979.  He  was  well  known  to  visitors  to  the 
north,  especially  as  abbot  from  1991. 

In  1 969  he  won  the  Hume  Brown  Senior  Prize  in  Scottish  History  and 
the  Royal  Historical  Society’s  David  Berry  prize  in  1986.  His  numerous 
historical  publications  include  The  Scots  in  Franconia  (1974),  George 
Douglas,  priest  and  martyr  (1987);  Whithorn  Priory  in  the  late  Middle 
Ages  (1994)  and  Scottish  Monasteries  in  the  late  Middle  Ages  (1995). 

He  was  regarded  as  something  of  a linguist  in  several  European 
languages  and  took  a particular  interest  in  Gaelic,  a gift  that  entitled  him  to 
the  post  of  senior  modem  languages  master  at  the  abbey  school  (1956- 
1959)  and  headmaster  from  1959  to  1972. 

He  studied  at  Oxford  and  Edinburgh,  where  he  took  his  Ph.D.  He 
served  as  a member  of  council  of  the  Scottish  Catholic  Historical  Association 
(1964-1983)  and  as  editor  of  its  Innes  Review  (1979-1983).  He  was  a 
frequent  participant  at  the  Conference  of  Scottish  Medievalists  and  was 
elected  a fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland  in  1969. 

As  a Gaelic  scholar,  he  became  a member  of  An  Comunn  Gaidhealach 
in  1947  and  celebrated  his  twenty-five  years  as  a priest  in  1972  by  going 
abroad  on  sabbatical  on  a scholarly  trip,  and  found  in  the  U.S.A.  a welcome 
there  from  members  of  the  Charismatic  Renewal  group  which  followed  on 
Vatican  Council  II.  Though  aging,  he  remained  young  at  heart  and  was 
appointed  by  the  Scottish  bishops  to  succeed  Monsignor  David  McRoberts 
as  head  of  Columba  House,  the  Catholic  archives  centre  in  Edinburgh;  his 
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rival  for  that  post  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Bums,  O.B.E.,  who  decided  he 
wanted  to  prioritise  his  work  for  Scotland  in  the  Vatican  Archives. 

Mark  Dilworth  ended  his  life  peacefully,  saying  “Life  is  simply  bound 
to  get  better.  I have  no  regrets.  I am  going  to  be  with  God”.  If  he  had  one 
regret,  it  was  the  closure  of  Fort  Augustus  abbey  school  in  1993  because 
of  falling  numbers.  He  lived  to  see  further  attempts  to  continue  the  tradition 
in  a Highland  heritage  centre  in  Fort  Augustus. 


JOHN  DURKAN 
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